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Available
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1. Give five facts about 
the bumblebee that 
you learned from this 
article.

5 Any 5 from this list. Please also accept any reasonable alternatives. 

• Bumblebees are essential to produce our fruit and vegetables.

• Bumblebees can fly up to 15 metres a second when foraging. 

• Tomatoes can only be pollinated by bumblebees as they require ‘buzz 
pollination’. The bee has to vibrate its flight muscles without moving its 
wings in order to release the pollen. Only bumblebees can do this. 

• Bumblebees have no ears and it is not known whether they can hear or 
just sense vibrations. 

• Two species of bumblebee are already extinct. Cullem’s bumblebee was 
last recorded in 1941 and the short-haired bumblebee in 1988.

• In the 1980s, in the Netherlands, commercial production of bumblebees 
was started to pollinate crops grown under glass. This has been extremely 
successful and continues to this day. 

• There were no native bumblebees in New Zealand until they were 
introduced from the UK at the beginning of the 20th century. They were 
needed to pollinate clover crops used to feed cattle. 

• Bumblebees are in Tasmania and they went there by themselves.

• We are now taking bumblebees from New Zealand to reintroduce to the UK.

• The bumblebee contributes £400 million per year to the UK economy.

• Bumblebee numbers have sharply reduced in recent years.

2. What do you understand 
about the importance of the 
bumblebee for people? 

5 4-5 marks: Pupil uses appropriate quotes throughout the answer and includes the 
following points (or acceptable variations on them): 

• Bumblebees allow farmers to produce large crops of fruit and vegetables 
relatively cheaply because they pollinate them. 

• If farmers had to pollinate their produce by hand it would cost more, which 
would mean that the price of fruit and vegetables would rise in the shops. 

• If fruit and vegetables were more expensive, fewer people would buy them, 
which would mean that people’s health would decline as they would be 
missing out on fibre and vitamins from fruit and vegetables. 

• This would create a crisis in health with more people having long-term health 
problems and time off work.  

2-3 marks: Pupil uses some appropriate quotes, refers to the text and includes 
one or two points from the above list. 

1 mark: Pupil uses few quotes, includes little reference to the text and 
demonstrates a limited understanding of the points listed above. 

0 marks: Answer is so short and limited that a mark cannot be awarded. 

3. Explain the reasons the 
bumblebee is in decline.

5 4-5 marks: Pupil uses appropriate quotes throughout the answer and includes the 
following points (or acceptable variations on them).

• Bumblebees rely on flowers as their food source. Flower meadows have 
declined by 97% during the 20th century. Less food results in fewer bees.

• This was because farming changed in the 20th century, becoming more 
efficient and often done by machine. This meant that crops were grown on 
the land that was once wildflower meadow.

• Pesticides have also been used more and more in modern farming, which 
has affected the bees as many of them die as a result of exposure to these 
chemicals. 

• These two things added together have had a catastrophic effect. Lack of 
food reduces the bee population and then pesticides kill large numbers of 
those that remain.
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2-3 marks: Pupil uses some appropriate quotes, refers to the text and includes 
one or two points from the above list. 

1 mark: Pupil uses few quotes, includes little reference to the text and 
demonstrates a limited understanding of the points listed above. 

0 marks: Answer is so short and limited that a mark cannot be awarded.

4.  Analyse how Ann 
Frederick uses structure 
and language to get 
her point across in the 
article.

10 8-10 marks: 

Pupil makes 5, 6 or 7 relevant language/structure points, covering all of the text. 
If they make all points from the first or second half of the text, they cannot 
achieve more than half marks. Pupil refers to the text throughout their 
answer. The question is fully understood. This is a list of possible points but 
accept any reasonable answer: 

• The headline is memorable because it rhymes. As it is also a question, it 
draws attention to itself as the reader asks themselves, ‘Is a bumblebee 
humble or not?’

• The headline question is quickly followed up by the strapline, which is yet 
another rhetorical question, this time adding in an element of mystery as the 
bees are referred to as ‘health workers’, which is not the traditional image 
of a bee. This would arouse curiosity in the reader. 

• The word ‘danger’ in the strapline alerts us to the fact that this article is 
about a serious subject. 

• The article starts on a light note, extolling the virtues of bees with lots of 
positive language, such as ‘cheerful’, ‘endearing’ and ‘brightly coloured’, 
painting a very affectionate view of the bee. 

• This is continued by linking the bee to the ‘sound of summer’. Summer has 
connotations of good weather, relaxation and holidays and so is a very 
positive image. 

• The tone changes to a more serious one in the second paragraph. ‘Frivolity 
aside…’ suggests that although we have a positive image of the bumblebee 
and that we like to see them about their business in summer, we need to 
see the serious side of their existence.

• The juxtaposition of ‘charming sight’ and ‘seriously impact our own health’ 
shows how our ideas about bees have to change to become much more 
serious about their decline. 

• In paragraph 3 we learn that the bumblebee is ‘one of our best workers.’ 
The word ‘workers’ continues the tone of seriousness, along with usefulness, 
while ‘our’ is inclusive and tells the reader that this affects them too. 

• The long list of fruit and vegetables, also in paragraph 3, emphasises the 
amount of food that is dependent on bumblebees, which adds weight to the 
seriousness of their decline.

• ‘Unimaginable levels’ suggests that bee decline has enough influence to put 
us in a situation we have never experienced before. 

• In paragraph 4, the alliterative ‘ticking time bomb for health’ gives a feeling 
of urgency and that we are running out of time ‘ticking’  to avert disaster 
‘bomb’.

• Shortening bumblebee to ‘bumbles’ reflects the affectionate tone of the first 
paragraph and heightens the reader’s sympathy for the bees. 

• The two questions, ‘Is it a predator? Or disease?’ speed up the rhythm of 
the writing and add some tension as we build up to the answer. 
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• The one-word explanation ‘flowers’ after the colon seems an anti-climax 
after the build up and is surprising for the reader, perhaps further invoking 
their curiosity.

• ‘Nature could plant her seed.’ is using personification to show that ‘man’ has 
ousted nature and taken over the land for his own ends.

• ‘97% loss’ is a stark statistic which would give anyone a clear idea of how 
much meadow has been lost. 

• The loss is emphasised further by the use of the words ‘abundance and 
variety’, which are in direct contrast to the bleak statistic. 

• ‘…the fewer the flowers, the fewer the bees’ is rhythmic and alliterative. It 
gives cause and effect in a memorable and logical way, which makes it easy 
to understand for the reader. 

• ‘Crisis point’ and ‘devastated’ are emotive words which aim to show the 
depth of the problem and illustrate to the reader that something must be 
done.

• ‘More dependant than ever’ continues this theme and the word ‘dependant’ 
reinforces the concept that humans need bees to survive.

• The short phrase ‘But all is not lost’ suggests that salvation is at hand and 
may come just in time. 

• ‘And you can do your bit too.’ gives the impression that the salvation is in 
the hands of the reader. The word ‘bit’ also makes us think that it won’t take 
much effort either; it is something that is easily done.

• The repetition of ‘million acres’ emphasises just how much is in control of 
ordinary people and should give heart to the reader. 

• The use of the colloquial phrase ‘green-fingered’ gives a tone of 
conversation, as if the writer is chatting to the reader. This shows the 
reader that there is nothing to be intimidated about, that they can help to 
save bees in a way that suits them. 

• The use of the word ‘you’ throughout this paragraph continues the 
conversational tone as the writer addresses the reader directly. 

• The final play on words ‘place to bee’ leaves the reader on a positive note 
and may encourage them to ‘do their bit’ to help bees.

5–7 marks: Pupil makes 5 or 6 relevant language/structure points, covering all 
of the text. Pupils mostly refer to the text throughout their answer. Clear 
understanding of question. 

2-4 marks: Pupil makes few points and doesn’t cover all of the text. Pupil shows 
some understanding of language or structure. Sometimes refers to the text 
throughout their answer but this is not maintained. 

1 mark: Pupil includes few points relating to structure or language. There is little 
reference to the text and pupil demonstrates a limited understanding of 
language and structure.

0 marks: Answer is so short and limited that a mark cannot be awarded.
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Content, structure and ideas 15 11-15 marks: Pupil fully engages reader with structured, developed and 
sophisticated writing.

6-10 marks: Pupil engages the reader with original ideas which become more 
developed. They use a clear structure.

2-5 marks: Pupil attempts to engage the reader with ideas which may lack detail. 
There is an attempt at structure. 

1 mark: There is little content or evidence of ideas or structure. 

0 marks: The answer is so short and limited that a mark cannot be awarded.

Spelling, punctuation and 

grammar

10 8-10 marks: Pupil’s spelling of complex words is accurate, punctuation subtly adds 
to the meaning of the text, and pupil has made accurate word choices.

7-5 marks: Pupil’s spelling of common words is accurate, punctuation aids 
understanding, and most word choices are accurate. 

1 mark: Pupil attempts spelling common words, but is not always successful. 
Punctuation is limited. Pupil’s attempts at word choice are not always successful. 

0 marks: The answer is so short and limited that a mark cannot be awarded.


